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Notable Career of Laurette Taylor, One
of the Most Popular Stars on American

Stage Hard Work in Stock Com-
pany Fitted Her for Stellar Role

The Irish Tomboy.

versatility is a valuable
THAT to the ambitious player, the

opinions of a few more or less
!r umnent character specialists to the
contrary notwithstanding, Is more than
lumpl.tlcd in the rapid rise to stardom
of M.fi- - Laurette Taylor, one of the most
popular stars on the American stage

Miss Taylor Is appearing In
'.Uer Morosco's production of J. Hartl-

ey Manners's comedy of youth, "Peg o'
Jly Heart," at the Cort Theatre, Now
Vurk, In which she Is nearlng her 300th
cin.rcutive performance. Opening the
new Tort Theatre In this play Decern-l- r

:o, 1912, she Is still drawing ca-I'.- n

!ty audiences, and moreover she has
j!ay 1 at every performance.

I" ve seasons ago Miss Taylor was
comparatively unknown excepting to
her own profession at large, which re-

garded her as a surefire "comer." It
as about this time that George Tyler,

the producing director of the I.icblers,
in astlng about for players to preseijt
Pa j Armstrong's story of "Alias Jimmy
Win. Mine," selected her to play the role
ct the girlish heroine. Though un-V- n

wti Miss Taylor was not untried,
for she had had some excellent stock
company experience, which means that
tht kiv w the lights and shades of her
ir had worked hard and was a good
posii'.ility to conjure with.

YEARS WITH INSANE
the man In the street the men-

tionTO of an asylum for the crim-

inal Insane suggests something
little short of an earthly In-

ferno. In giving the following sketch
of twenty-tiv- e years spent In the so-lif- ty

of all sorts and conditions of crimi-

nal lunatics I will endeavor to dispel
tin erroneous Impression and present
things hi their true light.

In the year 1SS8 I took up the duties
(t an asylum attendant and until the
irtMit ear I was employed contlnu-w- il

that capacity. During theso
luni; jiars I have dealt with every
1'Imm' of lunacy and crime, ranging
fruni i thief Idiot to the homicide low
coiik dun These are no misnomers, as
llitr ,m numbers of patients entirely
Hi"' . many respects who when a
cliun. i to steal something presents

regain all their former
priilat .rj tunning, and there are fiend-
ish in it j, ieis full of'jocular and

.intics.
' run ' il lunatics may, roughly, be

I ,mo three great classes. In
the iir.-- i we have murderers, bur-gl.u- i.

ggnien, highwaymen und sex-u.- il,, tH, in the second are
loan embezzlers, und thieves of high
und I w degree. The third group, which
I ' hi st numerous class, Is mainly
limn, j t ehronlc alcoholic cases
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I of simple mlsdemeunors.
1.1 to 20 per cent, of the In-U-

been convicted of serious
.' to 30 per cent, are offendors

and the balance are
!f nilci s. The last class become
while undergoing prison sen

!'ir drunkenness In the major- -
uses, and very many of them
m urubly Insane,

my period of servlco I have
'i .iinved nt Mnttiiiwun. Danno- -

i Hridgewater asylums for the
msane, and in tnut ume

iiessed a radical and
e In the administration of
unions and the treatment of
is, In the old days the food

.n Mtirtilt.. ,1,1 . . uirl i? eonked... .U...J .,.. .WW.

d, the cells were Infected with
general hygiene non-existe-

' was part of the dully rou- -

kr.f.n Hi. natull nrrlvpl DA'

n d In dirty water of almost
llliilier:itnre nnd shaved by
nt men until thulr face Were

"wrt-- d ,t MCore ( pUcp, The let"'ruaim, of the rules was punished

It was not long before the young ac-
tress was "discovered" by the Ilroad-wa- y

critics, who hailed her u "genuine
find," and her efforts that season In the
underworld play won unstinted praise
everywhere. The then young and en-
terprising firm of Cohan & Harris
next obtained her services, and again
Miss Taylor acquitted herself with
credit. They were so Impressed with
tier ability that they endeavored to
find n play In which to feature her, but
without success. It was then that she
nttnicted the uttcutlon of the veteran
producer Daniel Frohman, who at once
placed her agreeably as the Joint fea-
ture with Charles Cherry, In "The Seven
Sisters," In which play she won new
laurels.

After finishing her season with the
Frohman production Miss Taylor hied
herself to Los Angeles two years ago
last summer, there to take a

course In acting at the Ilurbank
.Theatre, where Oliver Morosco main.
tains his Internationally famous stock
company, the only real and permanent
organization of Its kind In this country.
Impresario Morosco, who was Just then
branching out as a producing manager
of big calibre, was much Impressed with
the young woman's personality and
work. At the very moment he was con-
templating an invasion of the East with
"The Hlrd of l'aradlse." He soon de-

cided that to Miss Taylor should be en-

trusted the delicate yet daring and
unusual feature part of f.unnn,

the half savage, half civilized little Ha- -
i wallan who knows only how to love and
t who gives herself as a human sacrifice

that her white husband shall be free
l become n great man, as his people de-

sire. Her success In this role was tre-
mendous and in New York alone the
play ran for seven month and far Into
the summer season.

The startling versatility of the little,
actress, whose forte was girlish roles of
any character, but whose talents were
limited to no particular characteriza-
tion, convinced Mr, Morosco that she
was of sterling stellar stature. He
thereupon placed her under a long term
contract to star under his personal
direction. J. Hartley Manners, an emi-
nent dramatist with several successes,
including "The House Next Door," Ac,
to his credit, was pressed Into service
and commissioned to constructs proper
vehicle for the new star to be. Five
weeks later he handed over the manu-
script of "Peg o' My Heart," the prin-
cipal character In which Is a little
Irish wlldtlower of a girl who Is sud-
denly transplanted from poverty to
luxury and who Is the pivot about
which revolves one of the most charm-- 1

Ing love stories ever given to the stage.
' With that thoroughness which marks

his every endeavor Mr Morosco decided
to give the play a proper tryout right

I there In I.os Angeles and under the
most approved conditions. Scenery and
other accessories were at once con-

structed and a company compoM-- of
his own splendid stock players was cast
In support of the budding star. The
success of both Miss Taylor as the
heroine. Vcu, and the Manners play
exceeded all expectations and though
originally scheduled for only n week's

In atnri'ntlnn unit nnv nttemnt to retal
iate was met with barltarous punish
ment. liroKen ruts nnu iraciureu jaws
were matters of everyday occurrence,
nnd In the event of an Inquiry such
iiiliirieH were attributed to a full or an
assault by another patient.

The "Irish hypo was in general use.
It consisted of getting ttehlnd a patient,
Inking a firm hold of his nnns and
while In that position hitting him
repeatedly nnd with great force In the
small of the liacK Willi tne nentieu
knee. A few administration of this
treatment generally resulted In par
tially crippling the victim for the time
belntr. Another favorite way of punlsh- -

Iiik an unruly Inmate was known us tne
"I'lrliUTiiivnter liiiunce." The liiltient
was taken hold of by two or three at-

tendants, lifted shoulder high nnd sud-

denly dropped to the floor In a hori
zontal position.

These methods have long been aban
doned, and milder treatment Is now
universally adopted. A few Inhuman
brutes were tried and convicted, nnd
iiu.lr iiunlshment had a very good effect
on the remainder.. An attendant who
Is so hasty as even to pusn a pnueni
roughly Is Immediately dismissed.

A number of the patients come from
the courts unsentenced und are detained

- ,.i,..n'niinn lull the muiorltv are
men who have become deranged while
undergoing prison sentences, it is oniy
..mrni t, infer that a certain propor- -
I.UIU. . - - - - -

tlon of theso men feign Insanity. It Is

well known In asylums tnai n numoer
of the Inmates are malingering, or
hamming insanity.
Hard work and prison faro do not

appeal to the average criminal, so after
- .i.ii hofrina tn net and sneak in a
uecullar manner. Ho Is examined by

the alienists, and If he succeeds in
deceiving them he Is transferred to the
asylum for arlmlnnl Insnne. Here
urlses one of the most difficult prob-

lems that the officials have to solve.

These men are legally Insane. Yet

while In the asylum they show very
i't,ie evldenco of mental Inferiority.
(t.1, , ..I tilnen. sneak and act In U

rational manner and spend their tlmo
playing cards ana smoKing wneu

...... roi in nlnnnlnir un out- -

break or an escape. They are n con

tinual source of trouble to the officials
ii .. ...... months: liernre their lirison

II III u irn
term Is up, when, wonderful to say,
they become quiet and well behaved, and
ore finally releosed when their time Is

about un, having spent the greater part
of their sentence, comparatively speak-iDt- f.

In clover.
The asylum attendant has to take

performances the piece was continued
for ten weeks.

The production was then carefully
laid nway until the regular theatrical
season should open nnd the. time arrive
for Miss Taylor to make her real debut
In the East.

That time arrived. New York wit-
nessed the horning of the new star over
a year ago and hailed her with deserved
acclaim.

I
Yankee Thrift

T Is still hard to beat Yankees In
schemes to mako other people's
money do their work. Just before
Christmas one of the banks of New

Haven Uttered that town with circulars
headed "You will heed money for
Christmas. Here Is an easy way to get
It. A sure way to have It. Join our
Christmas Club. Starts December 29,
1913."

Weekly deposits were solicited to lie-gi- n

any time before January 10, 191J,
with 2 cents, and continuing In arith-
metical progression, that Is, 2, 4, 6, 8,
10 cents and so on until the highest
sum, 1, Is reached two weeks before
next Christmas. Then the bank Is to
give the depositor $25.50.

There Is a 5 cents a week class, with
$2.50 the highest deposit and $63.75 the
total for the two weeks before Christ-
inas payment. There are Blmllar
schemes of and for varying amounts ro

Peg o' My Heart and her dog

suit any One may. If pre-
ferred, begin an account with $2.50 or
$1 as the Initial deposit, decreasing the
weekly payment by 5 or 2 cents until

lot of risks In the course of his work.
I was in Matteawan when l.lzzle Italia- -
day killed her nurse. This woman was
of course Incurably Insane. She was
iipp.irently warmly attached to this par
ticular nurse, but hearing that her
friend was about to resign from the
hospitnl she enticed her Into a room,
knocked her down and taking her keys
locked the door. Then, taking the
nurses tianuago scissors from tier
pocket, she stabbed her to death, In
flicting twenty-seve- n wounds.

In nnother Institution in which I was
employed one of the engineers made a
particular friend of one of the patients
who was employed In the boiler house.
This patient had a kid record, but hav
ing been on his good behavior for a
long time was regarded as a "trusty,"
and had a number of privileges. The
engineer was very kind to him und
kept him supplied with newspapers, to-

bacco and many other little luxuries.
Ono evening the engineer did not

come to dinner, but tills caused no
comment, ns It had often occurred be-

fore. However, when the night engineer
came to relieve him lie was still miss

CotiHniird rota Twelfth rage.

mourners were kneeling nbout, walling
and beating their breasts, while behind
them stood the high caste widow, her
face as tragic as Dido's at the pyre of

Jneas. Suddenly she threw her arms
high above her head.

I am suttee!"
Suttee! It was against the law of

the Ilrlllsh IluJ. The soldiers began
arguing with tlo widow, but only half
heartedly. It was a pious rite, worthy
of the high caste Hindu's wife. Hotter
death on the pyrn than a future like
that of a pariah dog. Kor n wlfo who
preferred to live after her husband
was gone was n, social outcast, per-

mitted not to wed again, to exist only
rs a drudge, a menial, the scum nnd
contempt of all who had known her
In her days of prosperity.

The widow, having drunk from n cup
which contained opium, climbed to the
top of the pyre where her husband
lay, swuthed In white. She gazed about
wildly, and her courage and rrsolve
took wings. She stumbled dw.vU. Alow
hissing ran about.

"Muke the white woman suttee In
her vlaxe!" cried the drunken mahout.

The cry was taken up by the spec-tator- s.

Knthlyn felt herself dragged

final payment of the smaller sum. " Mf
first glance It looks like a semi- - WhiftUBKKKBKKWphilanthropic movement to encourage

it may mMBBSMmtmKKyYankee thrift lies In the fact that 'y
the bank pays no Interest on these de- - mBSSPPfKKr''posits. The club member receives .back '"sIKBKerv- - Jexactly the amount he has saved. Mean HHB9HH'' ' ""Jf-'Jr- ?'?)'!V "l
tlmo the bank has secured the use of UllMAIHlia
cash sums which It can loan at cur- - wSfliaSK'
rent Interest rates to add to Its profits. '' ''."'' :

Such clubs have been running In Con- - &&pn!W$'r-'- ' ' ' StttUaLli''-''---
nectlcut for two or three years and the OMAv' '' '' JmF?profits to the lanks have been sufficient iAfc&t?sfa. i" f. .r L X Svi ML'V
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pocketbook. to make the accounts worth having, fori many members prefer to open accounts
the membership In the clubs has run with the largest sum required, letting
Into the thousands. Fortunately, too, the weekly payments gradually de-t-

the banks fostering these clubs crease in size until the minimum Is

TWENTY-FIV- E CRIMINAL

KIKKvSISK

Observations of Idiot Thieves and Low Comedy Homicides Attempts to Get Into Asylums as Well
'as to Escape Life of the Criminal Comparable Nowadays to That of Patients in Sanitariums

ing. His cap and Jacket were hang-
ing by his desk, which had been forced
open. In the meantime this particular
patient had gone to bed. He was
aroused and questioned, nnd In reply
said:

"You will find him In the furnace."
When search was made the body was

found under the banked coal In the
furnace, burned to a cinder.

"He did not give me any tobacco
this week, so I killed him, and took It
out of his desk," was the only explana-
tion the culprit would give.
j This patient was still an inmate of
the same asylum up to last year. When-
ever ho was taxed with his crime he
merely smiled and said: "You can't
punish me for It. I am Insane."

Strange to say, the greater the criminal
the lietter behaved ho Is In the asylum.
I have consorted with all sorts and con-
ditions of patients and I have found as
n rule that the murderers and lifers
were far better conducted than the petit
larceny artists and sneak thieves. With
few exceptions the lifers and long term
men are no trouble to the otllcers and
many arc devout church members.

ADVENTURES OF KATHLYN By Harold MacGrath
from the elephant, bound, and finally
laid beside the swathed figure. There
could be no horror In the wide world
like It. Smoke begun to curl up trom
the underbrush. It choked and stifled
her. Sparks rose and dropped upon
Ikt arms and face. And through the
smoke and flame came Itajah, He
lifted her with his powerful trunk and
carried her off, for hours and hours,
back Into the trackless Jungle.

Knthlyn found herself, all at once,
sitting ngnlnnt tho roots of nn aged
banyan tree, A few yards away an ape
sat on lfls haunches nnd eyed her curi-
ously. A little farther off Itajah
browsed In a clump of weeds, the how-dn- h

nt n rnklsh angle, like the cocked
hat of a bully, Knthlyn stared nt her
bunds. Thero were no burns there;
she passed ft hand over her face; there
was no smart or sting. A dream; she
had dreamed It; a fantasy due to her
light headed state of mind. A dream!
She rrjed and laughed, nnd tho ape
gibbered at her uneasily.

In reality, Itajah, freed of his un-
welcome mahout, had legged It dowa
the road without so much ns trumpeting
his farewell, and the soldiers had not
been ablo to stop him.

How she munagvd to get down would
always remain a mystery to her. Food

One of the principal reasons why so
many prisoners feign Insanity Is the
different food they receive In the
asylum. In prison they get no butter
and only n limited quantity of meat nnd
bread, besides having to work hard.
In the asylum they get good meat und
soup with potatoes nnd bread In un-
limited quantity every day. The food
Is well cooked nnd neatly served, nnd
in addition they receive oatmeal, clam
chowder, mush, cookies, doughnuts,
ginger bread and other delicacies every
day. In season they get corn, melons,
ciicumliers, lettuce, celery and fruit of
all kinds. Coffee, tea nnd butter nro
supplied with every meal.

In addition no man Is compelled to
work, and tobacco for smoking and
chewing, with pipes, is served out every
week, the attendants being supplied
with matches for the exclusive use of
the smokers. About ten times during
the year, on every holiday, a feast Is
served, roast turkey, pork, chicken,
fruit, candy and pies of all kinds form-
ing the menu. Every week church ser-
vices are held. In summer baseball
matches und games of handball are par- -

and water, food and water; In her pres-
ent state she must have both or die.
Let them send her back to Allaha; she
was licaten; she was without the will
to resist further. All she wanted was
food anil water nnd sleep, sleep. After
that they might do what they pleused
with her.

For tho first time since the extraor-
dinary flight from Allaha Knthlyn
recollected the "elephant talk" which
Ahmed had taught her. She rose wear-
ily nnd walked toward Itajah which
cocked his ears nt tho sound of her ap
proach. She tnlked to him for a space
in monotone. She held out her hands:
the dry, raspy trunk curled out toward
them. Itajnh wns evidently willing to
meet her hnlf way. She ordered him to
kneel. Without even pausing to think
It over Itajah Itent his calloused knees,
and grntefully Knthlyn crawled back
Into the howdah. Food nnd wnter: these
appeared at hand as If by magic. So Mie
ate and drank. If she could hold Itajah
to a wuiK the howdnh would last at
least till she came to some village.

Later, In the moonshine, she espied
me rumen portico of a temple.

(Continued Next Sunday.)
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Laurette Taylor.

reached. Advance piymeuts when a
member is tlusli are encouraged against
possible lapses when Is hard pressed, extra Interest grist
Omission to pay the weekly amount Yankee banker.

Insane
tlclpnted in by the patients, and In
winter illustrated entertainments, mov
ing pictures nnd concerts nre given
every week.

At least five hours each day are spent
in the spacious exercise grounds in the
open air, and every week each man
has a change of underclothes after a
good warm bath. Medicated and elec-
tric baths are given as required. Many
rich people get less value for their
money In the high priced sanitariums
ban do these compulsory wards of the

State.
The lack of liberty affects many of

theso men so strongly that they nre
perM'tually planning to escape. Many
and varied are the devices to which they
have recourse to accomplish their ob
ject.

One man saved a quantity of lead foil
from tobacco wrappers and one eve
ning lust summer seven of the patients
got clear nway through his aid, but
were captured later. The man with lead
foil managed In some mysterious man-
ner' to melt tho metal and mould a key,
which enabled the fugitives to open
three doors and get Into an unused yard.
The rest was easy. All the attendants
were watching a ball game In the main
yard, so the runaways took n number
of benches from the smok room nnd
lashing them together with pieces of
shirting they scaled n twenty foot wall
and were at liberty. Flvo of them were
lifers and nil were hunted down in n
brief space.

Another man saved n lot of pepper
until one night he shammed illness and
when tho night watchman, who was
alone, entered his cell to attend him the
pseudo sick man blew the pepper Into
the keeper's eyes, snatched hi Key and,
locking him In, escaped. He only reached
the guard room gate, however. No-
body can pass this door, as It
from the outside only, ami when the
gatekeeper looked through Ills wicket
he saw what was up. Needless to say
this patient did not get away,

Saws nnd tiles are frequently sent to
the patients In pies and cukes, but nro
niways discovered, , Sonic tlmo ngo,
however, a calamity was averted by a
mere chance.

An Italian under a life sentence for
murder received a present of a Imix of
fruit from his friends. While examin
ing tho contents the officer Jokingly
said that he would keep u particularly
fine bunch of bananas, To his sur-
prise tho Italian grew excited nnd told
him to keep everything, but to give him
the hnnunas. As the box contained
some very choice fruit the keeper grew
suspicious, und culling the head doctor
the bananas were carefully examined

up the whole account until two weeks
before Christmas. Hoth schemes make

he
ties!

opens

to the mill of the

and found to cont iln five sticks of
dynamite with fulminating caps. This
was explosive enough to blow up the
greater part of the asylum and if used
would have caused a great loss of life, to
say nothing of letting loose a horde of
desperate and Irresponsible men.

While on the subject of attempts to
escape I may mention that I was In
Matteawan during part of Thaw's In
carceration and had a good opportunity
to observe him. If he wished to es
cape he had scores of chances to do so
long before he made his successful at-

tempt. Evidently ho gi tired of seek-
ing Ills freedom by the legal route and
resolved to get nway by fair means or
foul. I had many a conversation with
him and always found him nff.ilile and
polite.

I.Ike rich young men of his class he
always had his own way. ami was
brought up to believe that money could
do everything, and while In the asy-
lum this feeling brought him Into con-
flict with the admfnlstrntlon on many
occasions. Ho was Inclined to bo a
trlflo dictatorial and meddling, but
showed no signs of Insanity. He was
liked by the patients and was of a
very generous disposition.

As T have shown, the condition and
treatment of the criminal Insane leaves
little room for Improvement, but one
tiling strikes me as being In need of
urgent reform, I'mlor the existing law
n man Imprisoned for simple drunken-
ness or some slight misdemeanor is
declared Insane and committed to a
criminal Institution. If he has no
friends, tho chances are that he may
live and die In the asylum. There are
not enough doctors to examine e.ieh
man carefully and at stated Intervals,
and If nobody looks out for him it is
on the cards that ho may never got
out.

In Ilridgownter at the present day
there are a good many of such cases.
Dipsomaniacs have been routined there
for a number of years. Some have been
thero ten years. A number of the,,
men would bo able to earn their liv-
ing with farmers, or In other employ-ment- ,

If the law allowed those in au-
thority to release them In the custody
of somelMidy who would be responsi-
ble for them.

There should be some kind of Insti-
tution other than a criminal asylum,
such as an Industrial home and farm,
for such cases.

In conclusion, I would suggest the
organization of a social service bureau
to Inquire Into tho condition of theso
patients and to aid their efforts to re
gain their former status.
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